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color, marking off rectangles 
of the appropriate dimensions 
from the rest of the page. 

As in the Psalters men- 
tioned above, the treatment 
of the paintings in the Tofo- 
graphia conforms to the prac- 
tice of the last centuries of 
Antiquity. Their kinship with 


THE ASCENSION. RABULA GOSPEL. 
BIBLIOTECA LAURENZIANA, 
FLORENCE. 


ST PAUL ON THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS. 
NINTH CENTURY. TOPOGRAPHIA 
CHRISTIANA OF COSMAS INDICO- 
PLEUSTES, MS GRAEC. 699, VATICAN 
LIBRARY, VATICAN CITY. 
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the pictures in the Psalters is 
apparent above all in the 
drawing and modeling of 
figures and drapery. But Cos- 
mas retained more features 
of the classical prototypes 
than did the makers of the 
Psalters; notable being his 
reproductions of the archi- 
tectural backgrounds of Hel- 
lenistic landscapes, with all 
the buildings in correct pers- 
pective, diminishing in size 
according to their distance 
from the spectator. But what 
gives these ninth-century 
replicas of pictures made 
three centuries earlier their 
historical value is the general 
aspect of these nobly hieratic 
compositions, their harmo- 
nious (if somewhat mono- 
tonous) rhythm. Here we 
have the same aesthetic as " 
that of such indisputably ~ 
sixth-century works as the Rossano Gospel and, notably, the mosaics of the Justinian 
era. Nevertheless the version of this style found in the Vatican Cosmas also adumbrates 
the most typical Byzantine paintings of the tenth and eleventh centuries, and thus the 
art of these miniatures furnishes one of the most striking proofs of the continuity of 
the Byzantine tradition from the close of Antiquity to the Middle Ages. 

It is obvious that this painter paid no great heed to elegance, whether as regards 
the proportions of the human body, or gestures, or the attire of his figures. This holds 
good also for the faces, which lack not only charm but often spiritual nobility. This 
seems all the more surprising when we remember that the function of the robust, 
prosaic art of the ninth century was to voice the enthusiasm felt by the defenders of 
Christian imaging after their triumph in 843. But, as often happens in such cases, there 
was a time-lag; the doctrine of the sanctity of the image found an adequate expression 
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EZEKIEL’S VISION. C. 880. SERMONS OF ST GREGORY OF NAZIANZUS, MS GREC 510, 


BIBLIOTHEQUE NATIONALE, PARIS. 
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ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS FLEEING FROM THE ARIANS. C. 880. SERMONS OF ST GREGORY OF NAZIANZUS, 
MS GREC 510, BIBLIOTHEQUE NATIONALE, PARIS. 


in art only in the tenth and eleventh centuries. It was then, too, that the Byzantine love 
of glowing color came into its own—whereas the austere depiction of the Conversion of 
St Paul in the Vatican Cosmas brings to mind a tinted bas-relief. And, likewise as in 
a bas-relief, successive scenes of the same incident were shown simultaneously, leaving 
it to the spectator to arrange them in their chronological order. None the less the painter 
had done some preliminary spade-work so to speak for the spectator’s benefit; the 
various episodes were grouped in such a way as to stress the most important incident, 
and at the same time form on organic whole. And the Byzantine mediaeval artists 
turned to wonderful account this technique of pivoting the lines of force upon a central 
axis and thus concentrating the impact of the composition. 

It was in the ’eighties of the ninth century and at Constantinople that the famous 
copy of the sermons of St Gregory of Nazianzus, now in the Bibhothéque Nationale, 
Paris (MS Grec 510), was made for the Emperor Basil I, founder of the Macedonian 
dynasty. Over forty folio pictures, some in a rather damaged state, are intercalated 
between the manuscript pages. Much larger than the general run of Byzantine “minia- 
tures,” these paintings have always ranked as masterpieces of Byzantine art. Moreover 
they are of much importance historically, since they show what the most favorably 
placed artists at Constantinople, in a period that was to have a decisive influence on 
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HEZEKIAH SICK AND HEALED. EARLY TENTH CENTURY. PSALTER, MS GREC 139, 
BIBLIOTHEQUE NATIONALE, PARIS. 
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THE CROSSING OF THE RED SEA. EARLY TENTH CENTURY. PSALTER, MS GREC 139, 


BIBLIOTHEQUE NATIONALE, PARIS. 
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the whole course of mediaeval art, found most rewarding—as regards technical 
procedures—in the available repertory of forms and iconographic patterns. 

For even a cursory examination of the pictures makes it clear that round about 
8So—approximately half a century after the end of “‘official’’ Iconoclasm—the artists 
employed by the Emperor in the capital had not so far struck out a style of their own, 

and, like the illustrators of 
. . - f the Khludov Psalters and the 








> oa 7 ~~ a a 
SVITITEMETIN TE ku ta Vatican Cosmas, still contented 
themselves with reproducing 
more or less faithfully the paint- 
ings in pre-iconoclastic manu- 
scripts; in other words, that 
figural painting in books was 
still marking time in Byzantium 
throughout this period. 

The paintings in Paris 
mS Grec 510 clearly show the 
influence of art trends of diffe- 
rent origins and periods. Thus 
there are scenes recalling the 
curt anecdotal sketches in the 
Khludov Psalters (e.g. the story 
of Joseph) and alongside these 
are other scenes, likewise anec- 
dotal, but much more detailed 
and carefully executed (illus- 
trating the history of the Church 
in the fourth century); and, 
again, there are pictures which 
instead of telling a story invite 
us to contemplate, not only 
prophets, apostles and saints, 
but also manifestations of God 
Himself (Theophanies to the 
prophets; the Transfiguration, 
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JOSHUA AND THE TWO SPIES. TENTH CENTURY. JOSHUA ROLL, MS PALAT. GRAEC. 431, 
VATICAN LIBRARY, VATICAN CITY. 


to be traced to earlier miniatures, since some of the pictures in ms Grec 510, notably 
the large scenes of ‘“‘visions,’”’ have more in common with murals of the same period— 
we may draw attention to two vignettes which, exceptionally, seem to stem from the 
tradition of the illustrated book, with which we are here concerned. 

The first, taken from the series of biblical visions, is a detail of the picture of 
Ezekiel in the Valley of Dry Bones. We see him led by an angel, gazing at the bones; 
then in prayer, invoking the miracle which will transform the bones into living men. 
Here the painter (circa 880) follows very closely a painting in a much earlier manuscript 
(dated to before the sixth century), to which he owes that delicate blush-pink of the 
sky at daybreak, the Alpenglow on the mountain-tops, and, even more, the ‘‘impres- 
sionist’’ execution of this work, in which contour-lines are almost wholly absent. 
It is not (as usual in the Middle Ages) from a clearly demarcated sector of the sky but 
from a patch of various shades of blue that God’s hand descends upon the prophet. 

Were there only the landscape, we might well have ascribed this picture to the 
close of classical Antiquity. The figures, however, are patently the work of a ninth- 
century artist, who achieves his excellent rendering of the draped figure only at the cost 
of all-too-obvious efforts—whereas the faces already bear the stamp of a spirituality 
that is typically mediaeval. No other indisputably Byzantine work comes so close 
to the Castelseprio frescos. 

The scenes in the same manuscript relating to the religious history of the Empire 
in the fourth century are very different in spirit. Though we cannot feel certain that 
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(as some have alleged) they are copies of 
illustrations in the Historia Ecclesiastica 
(by Sozomen, Socrates or Theodoret), there 
is no question that their prototypes were 
ancient. Thus the original of the deeply 
moving scene we reproduce was most likely 
a fifth-century depiction of a tragic incident 
in the persecution of the Orthodox Christ- 
ians by the Arians (an incident not men- 
tioned by the historians named above). 
A bishop, a priest, a monk and some 
laymen are gazing at the nsing flames, lit 
by the Anans, that will soon consume the 
little boat (on which they have probably 
been forcibly embarked) and its human 
freight. The realistic attitudes, gestures and 
faces, even the squat figures are much more 
reminiscent of the pictures in the Khludov 
Psalters and the Vatican Cosmas than of 
the art of Ezektel’s Vision, which, however, 
figures in the same book. Yet this was the 
art that was to prevail, in the immediate 
future, in the Byzantine illuminated manu- 
script—which, from the early tenth century 
on, was destined to be the principal beneficiary of the revival of classical taste. 

No more brilliant illustration exists of this classicizing tendency in the art of the 
Byzantine miniature than the Psalter in the Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris (ms Grec 139), 
assuredly the most famous of all Greek illustrated manuscripts. With it may be asso- 
ciated two other manuscripts with classical illustrations: first, the Bible of Leo the 
Patrician at the Vatican (Reg. Svev. Graec. 1) which reproduces several paintings of 
the Psalter, and second, very different though it is, the celebrated “Joshua Roll” 
in the same library (Ms Palat. Graec. 431). The Paris Psalter is illustrated with full- 
page paintings in lavishly decorated frames. The subjects and iconographical arrange- 
ment of these pictures go as far back as the Ezekzel’s Vision (Paris MS Grec 510), 
that is to say to the first centuries of the Christian Empire. Moreover the “Ezekiel” 
here has much affinity with the “Isaiah” in the Psalter (scene with Ezekiel); thus 
Paris Ms Grec 139 cannot be greatly later than Paris Ms Grec 510, the differences 
between the two being due less to their respective dates than to the models followed 


by their respective illustrators. The imitations of ancient prototypes made by the 
artists responsible for Paris ms Grec 139 (there were several, and of greatly varying 
caliber) are the best we know of (for the Middle Ages)—which goes to prove a fami- 
liarity with classical works that could have been acquired, so far as can be judged, 
only in certain muliewx of the capital. True, these imitations of classical art are labored; 
but the best, two of which we reproduce, are more than literal copies; the scenes are 
re-arranged in centripetal compositions, as in the Cosmas manuscript and the series 
of “visions” in Paris Ms Grec 510. Also, the pensive, sometimes “melting” gaze of the 
protagonists in the Bible story, as well as the brightness and variety of colors belong 
both to the Byzantine painting of the period and, in part, to that of the illustrations 
in Paris ms Grec 139. Both the pictures we reproduce—Hezekiah Sick and Healed 
and The Crossing of the Red Sea—bring out the two directives of this art: fidelity to 
classical models and a striving for sumptuous effect. 

In the Vatican Bible we often find interpretations of the same models as those 
of the Paris Psalter, and sometimes more spontaneous reproductions of their forms. 
In the scene of Moses receiving the Tables of the Law, the rocky landscape, the toponym- 
ical personification in the foreground and the group of Israelites have the liveliness 
of an ancient work. Yet, unlike the best painters in Paris Ms Grec 139, this artist, 
capable though he was of making so skillful a copy of an ancient painting, was unable 
to avoid grotesque distortions when representing hurried movement, and faulty propor- 
tions in foreshortenings of limbs. 

An indirect commemoration, maybe, of the triumphs of Byzantine arms in Palestine 
during the tenth century, the Joshua Roll depicts in unbroken sequence the exploits 
of Joshua as narrated in Holy Writ, with the appropriate texts written in at the 
foot of the pictures. This artist was no less faithful to classical tradition than were 
the painters of the two books discussed - 
above; indeed he shows an even greater | eran A pe oH: oc tag kaker deat Sp abk of 
feeling for the delicate grace of classical Py Aspe bn prcho po A KOP LD age a 
line. Also, by keeping to the early manner eae et ue . 
of the colored sketch, he diverges radically | 639% ** ool ole Peet ag 
from those contemporaries of his whose ves ot eas 
chief concern was brilliant color effects. | 
For the rest, however, following in the 
footsteps of the painters of the Psalters 
and Bibles, he endeavors to impart an 
ordered rhythm to the “frieze” of antique 
pictures reproduced. We can gauge his 
success by the symmetry and just pro- 
portions here achieved, which, without 





THERIACA OF NICANDER. TENTH CENTURY. 
MS GREC 247, BIBLIOTHEQUE NATIONALE, PARIS. 


bs cred nie VG ete ment eg ‘ 


fab ete br asp & toy roe 





7 


ws ool tition 












agen ee 






173 


174 





A 


37 
i eee 


——— 


THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL. C. I000. MENOLOGION OF BASIL II, MS GRAEC. 1613, VATICAN LIBRARY. 


conflicting with classical aesthetic tradition, conform to the Byzantine. Indeed what 
we have here is no more than retouchings of an ancient prototype. Just as Byzantine 
scholars of the period brought out versions of classical texts that were superior to 
those of Late Antiquity, so the painter of the Joshua Roll and some of the painters 
responsible for Paris Ms Grec 139 were more successful in giving their work an authen- 
tically classical aspect than were their confrérves, the painters in the large and sculptors 
of the Early Byzantine Epoch and the first post-iconoclast decades. 

Given the prevailing interest in classical art it was natural that non-religious 
books, as well, should be adorned with pictures. Actually, however, only a few such 
manuscripts seem to have been made, though the paintings in them—a notable example 
being Nicander’s Theriaca, a treatise on snake-bites (Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris, 
ms Grec 247)—are of great beauty. In any case the Byzantines made few original 
contributions to these books; in the Nicander manuscript the artist merely copied 
the originals and even kept to a brown-and-blue color-scheme and an angular linework 
not found elsewhere in authentically Byzantine works. 
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PICTURES OF SAINTS. EARLY ELEVENTH CENTURY 
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In some manuscripts of the second half of the tenth century (Paris ms Grec 70) 
or of the early eleventh (Paris Ms Grec 64) we trace the beginnings of a style, peculiar 
to this period, which was to flourish in the eleventh and even as late as the twelfth 
century. This style reveals not only an assimilation of the lessons of ancient painting 
but also the adaptation of its means of expression to the spirit and the religious themes 
in favor at Byzantium. The first of these manuscripts, a Gospel, is a charming little 
work made to the order of some connoisseur. In his picture of St Matthew, the painter 
stresses plastic values and 
the third dimension; in fact 
the figure of the evangelist 
on its gold background 
brings to mind an image 
in relief on a book-cover. 

In the portraits of 
saints in Paris ms Grec 64 
the tendencies we perceive 
in Paris Ms Grec 70 are 
carried a stage farther. 
Figures are elongated, gar- 
ments more schematic and 
more closely wedded to 
bodies; the faces, too, have 
intimations of that ascetic 
ideal which was to prevail 
in the eleventh century. 
In this book we also find 
not only brilliant colors 
(as in Paris MS Grec 139) 
but decorative patterns 
covering whole pages and 
combining sacred images, 
and sometimes pagan orna- 
mental motifs with a calli- 
graphic text. This second 
combination becomes more 
generalized from now on, 
being used for frontispieces 
and more particularly on 
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DECORATIVE COMPOSITION. EARLY 
ELEVENTH CENTURY. CANON OF 
CONCORDANCE, MS GREC 64, 
BIBLIOTHEQUE NATIONALE, PARIS. 


THE MIRACLE OF THE LOAVES AND 
FISHES. ELEVENTH CENTURY. MS GREC 
74, BIBLIOTHEQUE NATIONALE, PARIS. 


pages devoted to the “Canons 
of Concordance” of the Gospels. 
Thus in the margins we find 
again those scenes of games 
and hunting, the plants, ani- 
mals and monsters which at 
the beginning of the Byzantine 
era figured in floor mosaics in palaces and villas, and also on articles of furniture. The 
architectural decorations of the Canons stemmed from the decorative architecture of 
the Islamic lands and imitated the delicately wrought enamel-work which had been in 
favor at Constantinople from the ninth century on. These bold chromatic juxtaposi- 
tions and combinations of patches of almost strident color with gold grounds were 
certainly inspired by the art of the enamelers. Owing much to the East, this technique 
brought with it many Iranian motifs; thus the influence of enamel-work on painting 
also involved the influence of eastern arts. Other applied arts, such as the patterned 
textiles of Persia and other Mohammedan lands, and their Byzantine imitations, had 
the same effect and supplied the book illustrators with oriental flower and animal 
patterns. But it was chiefly the headpieces, vignettes and historiated initial letters 
that benefited by these contacts. Thus the practice of lavish ornamentation in illu- 
minated manuscripts established itself in Byzantium somewhat later than in the Latin 
countries, under the Macedonian dynasty, and probably under the influence of oriental 
art techniques. And a curious feature of the Byzantine illuminated book at the close 
of the ninth century and in the tenth is that we so often find strongly classicizing 
paintings combined with elaborate decorative 
motifs of unequivocally Eastern inspiration. : i , t 
The series of eleventh-century illustrated Sy aornco My } 
books begins with the famous Menologion ) oe 
(Vatican MS Graec. 1613) of the Emperor 5 sah ETH Se 
Basil II (976-1025). To each day of the litur- [ J | } 
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gical calendar is assigned an image, a saint’s 
portrait, a scene of martyrdom and some- 
times the Gospel incident commemorated 
by the Church festival allotted to the day. 
In these small pictures, which—this is an 
exception at Byzantium—are signed (by five 
Court painters), we have the culmination of ‘ 7 
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that effort to harmonize the lessons of the past with contemporary taste, whose 
earliest achievements can be seen in Paris Ms Grec 64. In the Menolcegion this synthesis 
is perfect in its kind, and indicates at once the virtucs and the limitations of the 
aesthetic program of the paintings of this period. Admirable in any case is the unity 
of expression we find: figures, surrounding objects, landscapes of hills and buildings— 
everything within the picture space implements this unity; thus the hills reiterate 
the gesture of the leading figure, while the line of his uplifted arm is repeated in the 
outline of a nearby building. The Byzantine handling of these procedures tends less 
towards the arabesque than to a sort of anthropomorphism, in which pride of 
place is invariably given to the human figure and, in the man himself, to all that 
signifies his inner life. 

In the tenth century (as already noted) the small de-luxe book, catering to the 
taste of the rich connoisseur and a favored few, made its first appearance. Distinguished 
chiefly by the small size of the paintings and their delicate execution (i.e. by the technical 
skill of the craftsmen concerned), these were produced in greater numbers during the 
eleventh and twelfth centuries. lt is in these small books for connoisseurs, all of them 
made in Constantinople itself, that we have the earliest known examples of Gospels so 
copiously illustrated that there is a picture on practically every page. Paris Ms Grec 115 
is the oldest, Paris Ms Grec 74 the handsomest and best preserved. What first strikes 
us is the intricate decoration of the frontispieces, in which tiny figures are intermingled 
with ornamental details imitating enamel-work. But yet more noteworthy is the great 
number of illustrations and the part they play in the over-all decorative effect of each 
page. Evidently these tiny vignettes were made by highly expert artists; we need 
but observe how skillfully one of them has exploited the decorative possibilities of the 
growing vine and another those of a group of birds and plants. Sometimes, no doubt, 
the pictures gva works of art may seem monotonous and inexpressive—mere stop- 
gaps to keep the flow of images continuous; nevertheless, their decorative effect, vivid 
colors and embellishments in gold amply compensate for these shortcomings. In some 
cases, however, the artists have succeeded in imparting to forms and gestures, and 
even to facial expressions (notably in scenes of the Passion), intimations of human 
dignity or suffering that exalt these diminutive images above the genre to which, in 
other respects, they naturally belong. 

While some monastic group of craftsmen was at work on the decorations of Paris 
Ms Grec 74, another group, perhaps in the Imperial Palace, was making the few paintings 
in Coislin 79 (Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris), all of which figure on the frontispiece 
of a volume of sermons by St John Chrysostom, and show the Emperor Nicephorus 
Botaniates (1078-1081) accepting this book. Thus we can fix the exact date, within a 
year or so, of these paintings and, both historically and aesthetically, they constitute 
a landmark in the annals of the illustrated manuscript. Pertinent in regard to them 
are the observations made above as to the influence of enamel-work and figured textiles 
on the miniatures of this period, the “orientalism” which, by way of these techniques, 
had crept into Byzantine painting, and, per contra, the ascetic ideals which steadily 
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ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM PRESENTING THE EMPEROR NICEPHORUS BOTANIATES WITH HIS COLLECTED SERMONS. 


BETWEEN 1078 AND IO8I. SERMONS OF ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM. COISLIN 79, BIBLIOTHEQUE NATIONALE, PARIS. 
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gained ground from the eleventh century on. All these tendencies are visible in the 
picture here reproduced, which clearly illustrates the penchant of the Imperial Court 
during this period for lavish ornamentation, exotic techniques, and the oriental motifs 
they brought in with them. 

Anonymous like all the rest, but possessing an outstanding personality, a twelfth- 
century Byzantine painter invented a whole set of new pictures for a collection of sermons 
on the Virgin by the monk Jacobus of Kokkinobaphos. Two copies of this book, with 
the same illustrations, exist: in the Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris, and in the Vatican. 
The four miniatures we reproduce are in the former (Ms Grec 1208). Most of these 
paintings are in a remarkably fine state of preservation; indeed the view of Paradise 
and the Four Rivers and the Ark of the Covenant above the Suitors of Mary have a bright- 
ness of color (evident in our reproductions) which might suggest that these twelfth- 
century paintings were at some time “restored.” I can assure my readers of the contrary; 
they have undergone no alteration whatsoever. 

New illustrations were rarely made at Byzantium in the Middle Ages, and the 
creations of the painter with whom we are now concerned must be regarded as an 
exception to the rule. However, 
their novelty was only partial, 
since many familiar Gospel scenes, 
such as Pentecost, the Ascension, 
apocryphal episodes in the Life 
of the Virgin, figure amongst them. 
Nor did the artist hesitate about 
enriching his work with pictures 
and ornamental motifs (e.g. the 
frontispiece in the form of a 
church) culled from other illus- 
trated books. Sometimes, never- 
theless, he departed from these 
prototypes and gave free rein to 
his creative fancy. There is a very 
real splendor in his visions of 
these fantastic scenes; his Paradise 
is a world of shimmering gold, 
guarded by cherubim, full of 
strange trees and leafage and 
irrigated by four jets of water 


PARADISE AND THE FOUR RIVERS. TWELFTH 
CENTURY. SERMONS ON THE VIRGIN BY 
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THE ASCENSION. 
TWELFTH CENTURY. SERMONS 
ON THE VIRGIN BY 
JACOBUS OF KOKKINOBAPHOS, 
MS GREC 1208, BIBLIOTHEQUE 
NATIONALE, PARIS. 


issuing from a red tube 
shouldered by a celestial 
gardener. On the other 
hand, according to this 
painter, it 1s enough for 
two angels to uphft the 
vast and spangled cur- 
tain of the sky for the 
Ancient of Days and the 
myriads of the angelic 
hosts to be revealed. We 
can also discern the very 
real originality of this 
artist in the exceptional 
boldness of the colors; 
for though bright tones 
are often used in me- 
diaeval Byzantine illus- 
trated books, they rarely 
attain such intensity, 
nor do we find such 
daring clashes of blues 
and reds, of reds and 
browns. Likewise, the 
striped papilio (tent) is 
a tour de force outside 
the run of ordinary 
Byzantine practice. As 
a matter of fact several 
twelfth-century Byzan- 
tine painters seem to 
have had a taste for innovations. In the manuscript with which we are concerned these 
are of a purely plastic and iconographic order; in the contemporary Nerezi frescos, 
on the other hand, the novelty was the artist’s practice of a powerfully emotive realism. 
In fact the artistic climate of this century (in Byzantium) favored originality in all 
fields of art, frescos, mosaics and the illuminated book. 
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Like all the costlier arts, that of the de-luxe illustrated book suffered by the 
economic and political decline of the Greek Empire after the sack of Constantinople 
by the Crusaders in 1204; thus Byzantine miniatures of the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries seldom attain the level of the older works. There are, however, some note- 
worthy exceptions; amongst them the full-page paintings in a collection of the theo- 
logical treatises of the Emperor John VI Cantacuzenos (1347-1354). Here, alongside 
a Transfiguration, we are given a double portrait, somewhat in the manner of an 
icon, of the imperial author, first in kingly apparel, then in the garb of a monk (he had 
been driven out of Constantinople 
and had retired to a monastery 
where he was devoting himself to 
literary labors at the time when 
this manuscript was made). The 
skillfully contrived execution of 
these portraits, sadly damaged 
a : \ though they are, compels our 

4 So \ admiration and proves that book- 
aves ey aan illustration was still a living art 
in Byzantium. It also shows that 
this artist—quite possibly of set 
purpose—broke with the antique 
tradition; hence the total lack 
of expressiveness, the absence of 
effective plastic values, in the body 
beneath its garments, in striking 
contrast with the remarkable vita- 
lity of the head in each portrait. 
But it must be admitted that 
neither this painting—nor indeed 
any other in books produced in 
the period of the Palaeologi—has 
any outstanding aesthetic merit. 

During this period only 
mural painting (in churches) still 
continued to make headway and 
alongside it, in the field of panel- 
painting, it was no longer the 
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miniature that flourished, but the icon, 
painted or in mosaic. 

In this connection it is interesting 
to observe the fundamental change that 
had now taken place in the relations 
between illuminations in books and 
wall painting in the large, not only 
frescos but mosaics. Under the rule of 
the Macedonians and the Comneni, 
miniatures had had the monumental air 
of images suitable for decorating the 
walls of buildings; even the smallest 
illustration in a manuscript of this 
period might be a small-scale reproduc- 
tion of some mural painting. Under the 
Palaeologi the situation was reversed; 
in the thirteenth century and above 
all in the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries, niost of the frescos figuring in churches and even some of the mosaics 
(those at Kahrieh Djami for example) give, rather, the impression of vastly enlarged 
manuscript illuminations. For we find in them the insistence on anecdotal elements 
and the scrupulous attention to detail which were normal and appropriate in the 
illustrations of texts; also the meticulous execution and finish typical of the Byzantine 
miniature throughout its long career. 

In this respect the mural painters of the close of the Byzantine era went much 
farther than the makers of the mosaics in Santa Maria Maggiore in Rome and than 
those other Early Christian church decorators who adorned the walls of the basilicas 
with biblical scenes whose descriptive methods affiliated them more or less closely to 
miniatures. Indeed, when in the fourteenth century this tendency reappeared, it was 
carried to quite extraordinary lengths; at the expense (not invariably but all too 
frequently) of the over-all effect of the mural decorations in churches, though to the 
undoubted advantage of the didactic purpose these were intended to fulfill. 

In fact, when we look at fourteenth-century frescos and mosaics—which often 
constitute entire picture-cycles, each consisting of a continuous sequence of images 
treated in a narrative spirit, that is to say with a view to furnishing the spectator 
with the fullest possible information about a biblical or hagiographical incident or 
personage—we can almost imagine we are gazing at the open pages of an enormous, 
lavishly illustrated book. 
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DOUBLE PORTRAIT OF THE EMPEROR JOHN VI CANTACUZENOS. BETWEEN 347 AND 1354. HOMILIES OF THE 
EMPEROR JOHN VI CANTACUZENOS, MS GREC 1242, BIBLIOTHEQUE NATIONALE, PARIS. 


Another interesting point is that the ‘legends’ written on these pictures are 
for the most part passages, sometimes of considerable length, culled from Holy Writ or 
the liturgies; and there can be little doubt it was in illustrated versions of these, for 
the most part, that fourteenth-century painters found the models which they 
employed when composing their frescos and mosaics. 

In other words, though during the last phase of Byzantine art portable paintings 
almost invariably took the form of the icon, and no longer that of the miniature, 
many of the most characteristic qualities of the miniature were given a new lease of 
life in the mural decorations of the period. 


THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL. TENTH CENTURY. ENAMEL ICON FROM A CHURCH IN CONSTANTINOPLE. 
TREASURE OF ST MARK’S, VENICE. 





ICONS 


Originally, the Byzantines applied the name of “icon” to every depiction of Christ, 
the Virgin, a saint or an incident in Holy Writ, whether carved or painted, movable or 
monumental, and whatever the technique in which it was executed. The modern Ortho- 
dox Church, however, tends to restrict the use of the term to small movable pictures 
(other than those in illuminated manuscripts), and this is the meaning it always bears 
in archaeology and art history. 

Thus the Byzantine icon may be defined as a representation of a sacred subject on 
a portable plaque of wood, stone or metal, no matter what the technique employed 
—painting on wood surfaced with plaster, enamel-work, or mosaic. 

As mentioned in our Introduction, few icons painted with the brush on wood and 
belonging to the period properly termed Byzantine have survived, because, for one thing, 
such works were highly perishable. Another reason is that icons of this kind were not 
produced on a really large scale until the last centuries of the Eastern Empire and the 
period of Turkish domination. Thus few icons of the earliest period have come down to 
us, and even these are often inaccessible. They are mostly fifth- and sixth-century 
works emanating from Egyptian or Palestinian workshops and are done in tempera or 
in the encaustic technique; indeed they belong to an art that was “Byzantine” only in 
the broadest application of the term. Thus we omit them from the present work, and 
confine ourselves to icons that are Byzantine in the exact sense of the word and, owing 
to the fact of being made in materials less perishable than wood, or being later in date, 
have escaped the ravages of time. We would also refer the reader to our illustrations 
of certain mosaics and frescos which almost certainly were “enlargements” of famous 
icons. In particular I have in mind the portraits of St Demetrios in the church of that 
saint at Salonica, and that of St Abbacyr in Santa Maria Antiqua, Rome. 

Enamels. The earliest enamel icons illustrated here are of the cloisonné type and 
date to the eleventh and twelfth centuries. Ordinarily enamels are classed with gold- 
smiths’ work and the applied arts, as distinct from painting, but this distinction does not 
hold good for Byzantine art. In a sense the mosaics and the paintings in books might all 
be assimilated, no less than the enamels, to industrial, essentially decorative products; 
moreover, the religious function of all Byzantine panel-painting was identical, and a 
good many icons in enamel must have figured in Byzantine churches. 

One of our illustrations shows a famous ename! of this kind, which once figured in 
a large, eleventh-century church at Constantinople. It has the dimensions and all the 
normal characteristics of a painted icon or an icon in relief, and depicts the archangel 
Michael. This is one of those typically Byzantine works which combine different 
materials and various techniques with a view to over-all effect. Here, however, the com- 
bination is somewhat original. The archangel’s head and wings are in repoussé gold, his 
dalmatic in enamel and gold filigree, and his sleeves and wings are dappled with enamels 
which here, exceptionally, are applied to concave surfaces, on which their glowing, 
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RELIQUARY CROSS, OBVERSE. TWELFTH CENTURY. ENAMEL, 
CATHEDRAL OF COSENZA. 


188 
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semi-transparent colors alternate with gold filaments depicting folds and plumage. 
Finally, placed around Michael are other ornaments in filigree and other pieces of enamel 
which play their part in an harmonious rhythmic orchestration. 

The reliquary-cross in the Cathedral at Cosenza was made in the twelfth century. 
It is decorated on both sides with remarkably fine pictures done in enamel; small as they 
are and carefully adapted to the structure of a portable cross, each is a self-sufficient 
work of art, and differs only in respect of its dimensions from a picture of the same 
subject executed in fresco or mosaic. The uniformity of style pervading all Byzantine 
art is evidenced by the enamels, whose gold ground so closely resembles that of their 
monumental counterparts, the mosaics. Thus here the Christ Crucified on the obverse 
of the cross, where there is a uniform gold ground, reminds us of the mosaics illustrating 
the same theme at Chios and Daphni. Similarly the five scenes on the reverse—Christ 
Enthroned and the Evangelists—parallel the mosaics in the domes. Above all one is 
reminded of such richly colorful mosaics as those in Chios and Daphni, which indeed 
may owe the brilliance of their color to the influence of enamels. Seemingly it was in the 
eleventh century that the art of the Byzantine enamel reached its apogee and, as in 
other periods and other lands, the perfecting of a new technique and its success gave 
rise to new aesthetic ventures in other fields, amongst these being new departures in 
the methods of illuminating manuscripts during the eleventh and twelfth centuries and 
modifications in the color-schemes of some mosaics belonging to the same period. 

Throughout the twelfth and thirteenth centuries Byzantine enamels enjoyed a 
popularity as well-deserved as it was widespread: from Georgia in Transcaucasia and 
Kiev to Italy and the Rhineland. Many enamels found their way from the capital to 
these regions, while some were made on the spot (in Georgia, in Russia and at Venice) 
after Constantinopolitan models. 

Portable Mosatcs. At the close of the Middle Ages, when the Byzantines had fallen 
on evil times and could but rarely allow themselves the luxury of large-scale mosaic 
murals, the same technique was used for icons on wood, tiny cubes of gold, silver 
and various colors being affixed to a panel coated with wax. Costly as were such icons, 
they were still within the means of a number of people, and these portable mosaics 
were usually made for private use. Doubtless their owners were persons of culture who 
could appreciate no less their artistic merits than the eraftsmen’s technical proficiency. 

Probably there had always been portable mosaics—some tenth- and eleventh- 
century examples have survived—but their great vogue began only in the fourteenth. 
To the same period belongs the diptych now in the Opera del Duomo at Florence: 
a portable altar adorned with scenes of the twelve chief Feasts of the liturgical calendar. 
It is quite certain that this meticulously, almost laboriously executed mosaic was directly 
inspired by some similar painted icon. But since no painted icon of this kind and period 
(that of the Palaeologi) has survived, we have to fall back on contemporary frescos and 
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monumental mosaics (those in Kahrieh Djami, Gracanica or the Peribleptos at Mistra, 
for example) in order to ‘‘place’’ the style of the Florence icon. It 1s then seen to reflect 
the academic type of painting that flourished in Constantinople during the fourteenth 
century, of which it offers a dry, rather uninspired version. None the less the two-leaved 
icon at Florence is the finest example extant of the Byzantine portable mosaic. 
Painting on Wood. We have already explained why perforce this kind of painting 
hardly figures at all in the present work. If our choice has fallen on a charming little 
painted icon (in the Benaki Museum, Athens), this 1s not because it is the most typical 
example of the genre, but merely because of its elegance and the charm of its colors. It 
bears no date, but may probably be assigned to the fourteenth century. The subject of 
this painting, the so-called ‘Old Testament Trinity,” 1s the same as that of the detail 


on page 58; a comparison of the painting with the sixth-century mosaic throws light on 
the changes that had come over Byzantine art in the long interval. Stylistically it 1s 
akin to the frescos in the Peribleptos and the Pantanassa at Mistra (see pages 153-157), 
which as a matter of fact were obviously inspired by the aesthetic and technique of the 
portable icon. 
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St Demetrios, Protector of Children. VIIth Century (7). Mosaic, Church of St Demetrios, Salonica 
Birds and Plants. XIth Century. MS Grec 74, Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris . 

St Demetrios. Vilth Century (2). Detail. Mosaic, Church of St Demetrios, Salonica . 

St Demetrios and Donors. VIIth Century (?). Mosaic, Church of St Demetrios, Salonica . 

Vault Decoration. First Half of Vth Century. Mosaic, Mausoleum of Galla Placidia, Ravenna. 

The Good Shepherd. First Half of Vth Century. Mosaic, Mausoleum of Galla Placidia, Ravenna 

The Holy Virgins. After 526. Fragment. Mosaic in the Nave, Sant’Apollinare Nuovo, Ravenna . 

The Holy Martyrs. After 526. Fragment. Mosaic in the Nave, Sant’Apollinare Nuovo, Ravenna 

The Palace of Theodoric. Before 526. Mosaic in the Nave, Sant’Apollinare Nuovo, Ravenna. 

The Sacrifice of Isaac. Before 547. Detail. Mosaic in the Choir, San Vitale, Ravenna . 


Moses receiving the Tables of the Law. Before 547. Fragment. Mosaic in the Choir, San Vitale, 
Ravenna 


The Empress Theodora and her Retinue. Fragment: Dignitaries of the Byzantine Court. Before 547. 
Mosaic in the Choir, San Vitale, Ravenna . 


The Emperor Justinian and his Retinue. Before 547. Mosaic in the Choir, San Vitale, Ravenna . 
The Empress Theodora and her Retinue. Before 547. Mosaic in the Choir, San Vitale, Ravenna . 


The Empress Theodora and her Retinue. Detail: The Empress Theodora. Before 547. Mosaic in 
the Choir, San Vitale, Ravenna 


The Empress Theodora and her Retinue. Detail: Hand. Before 547. Mosaic in the Choir, San 
Vitale, Ravenna . 


The Emperor Justinian and his Retinue. Detail: The Emperor Justinian. Before 547. Mosaic in 
the Choir, San Vitale, Ravenna 


The Emperor Justinian and his Retinue. Detail: Head of a Court Dignitary. Before 547. Mosaic 
in the Choir, San Vitale, Ravenna 


The Empress Theodora and her Retinue. Detail: Portrait of a Patrician Lady. Before 547. Mosaic 
in the Choir, San Vitale, Ravenna 


The Empress Theodora and her Retinue. Detail: Group of Women. Before 547. Mosaic in the 
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Woman carrying a Pitcher. Secular Art, Vth Century (2). Mosaic Pavement, Great Palace of the 
Emperors, Constantinople . 


Youth and Donkey. Secular Art, Vth Century (?). Mosaic Pavement, Great Palace of the Emperors, 
Constantinople . 


Pope John VII. 705-707. Mosaic fragment from the Oratory of Pope John VII in the Vatican. 
Grotte Vaticane, Rome 


The Adoration of the Magi. 705-707. Mosaic from the Oratory of Pope John VII in the Vatican. 
Santa Maria in Cosmedin, Rome 


St Abbacyr. VIIth Century (?). Fresco, Santa Maria Antiqua, Rome 

The Archangel of the Annunciation. VIJth Century. Fresco, Santa Maria Antiqua, Rome. 
The Purification. Fresco, Church of Castelseprio . 
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The Virgin, Protectress of Constantinople. Detail: The Child Jesus. Mosaic in South Vestibule, 
St Sophia, Constantinople. 


Christ-Holy-Wisdom. End of [Xth Century. Mosaic in the Narthex, St Sophia, Constantinople . 


Christ-Holy-Wisdom. Detail: Leo VI receiving the Investiture of Holy Wisdom. End of IXth 
Century. Mosaic in the Narthex, St Sophia, Constantinople . 


The Virgin, Protectress of Constantinople. Detail: The Emperor Constantine the Great. Mosaic 
in South Vestibule, St Sophia, Constantinople 


St John Chrysostom. Xth Century. Mosaic in the Nave, St Sophia, Constantinople 


Christ enthroned between the Emperor Constantine IX Monomachus and the Empress Zoé. 
XIth Century. Mosaic in South Gallery, St Sophia, Constantinople 

The Virgin and Child between the Emperor John 1] Comnenus and the Empress Irene. XIIth Century. 
Mosaic in South Gallery, St Sophia, Constantinople. 

The Virgin and Child between the Emperor John I] Comnenus and the Empress Irene. Fragment: 
The Empress Irene. XIIth Century. Mosaic in South Gallery, St Sophia, Constantinople . 

Alexios. XIIth Century. Detail. Mosaic in South Gallery, St Sophia, Constantinople . 

The ‘Deésis.”” Fragment: The Virgin Mary. End of X1lth Century. Mosaic in South Gallery, 
St Sophia, Constantinople. 

The “Deésis.’’ Fragment: St John the Baptist. End of XIIth Century. Mosaic in South Gallery, 
St Sophia, Constantinople. ; eee ee on: 

The Descent into Limbo. Detail: Christ. Mid-X]th Century. Mosaic, Church of the Nea Moni, 
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The Crucifixion. Detail: The Three Marys at the Foot of the Cross. Mid-XIth Century. Mosaic, 
Church of the Nea Moni, Chios . ; : - 

The Crucifixion. Detail: Centurion at the Foot of the Cross. Mid-XIth Century. Mosaic, Church 
of the Nea Moni, Chios . 

The Descent into Limbo, Detail: The Kings of Israel. Mid-XIth Century. Mosaic, Church of the 
Nea Moni, Chios 


The Descent into Limbo. Detail: Adam and Eve. Mid-XIth Century. Mosaic, Church of the Nea 
Moni, Chios. 
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Christ Pantocrator. C. [100. Mosaic in the Dome, Church of Daphni 

The Baptism of Christ. C. 1100. Mosaic in the Nave, Church of Daphni 

The Nativity. C. 1100. Mosaic in the Nave, Church of Daphni 

The Last Judgment. Fragment: Sinners in Hell. XJIth Century. Mosaic, Basilica, Torcello 
Virgin and Child. XlIth Century. Mosaic in the Apse, Basilica, Torcello. 

The Miracle of the Quails. Exodus Sequence. XIlIth Century. Mosaic, St Mark’s, Venice 
Vault Mosaic. XlIth Century. Cathedral of Cefali 

Christ Pantocrator. X1Ith Century. Mosaic in the Apse, Cathedral of Cefalu 

St Basil the Great and St John Chrysostom. XIIth Century. Mosaic, Palatine Chapel, Palermo 
The Nativity. XUth Century. Mosaic, Palatine Chapel, Palermo 

The Entrance into Jerusalem. XIJJth Century. Mosaic, Palatine Chapel, Palermo. 


The Enrollment for Taxation before Cyrenius. X1Vth Century. Mosaic ina Lunette. Outer Narthex, 
Kahrieh Djami, Constantinople 


Peacock. XIVth Century. Detail. Mosaic in a Pendentive. Inner Narthex, Kahrieh Djami, 
Constantinople 


The City of Nazareth. XIVth Century. Detail. Mosaic in a Lunette. Outer Narthex, Kahrieh Djami, 


Constantinople 
A Martyr-Saint. X1Vth Century. Mosaic. Outer Narthex, Kahrich Djami, Constantinople 


The Journey to Bethlehem. XI[Vth Century. Mosaic in a Lunette. Outer Narthex, Kahrieh Djami, 
Constantinople ; 


St Basil. XIth Century. Fresco in the Choir, Cathedral of St Sophia, Ochrid 

The Entrance into Jerusalem. Detail: Group of Figures. 1164. Fresco, Church of Nerezi 
Pieta. 1164. Fresco, Church of Nerezi . 

The Transfiguration. Detail: Apostle. 1164. Fresco, Church of Nerezi 

The Birth of the Virgin. Detail: Woman carrying a Utensil. 1164. Fresco, Church of Nerezi . 
The Resurrection. Detail: Angel. C. 1235. Fresco, Church of Milesevo 

Vladislav, King of the Serbs. C. 1235. Fresco, Church of Milesevo 

The Dormition of the Virgin. Fragment: Group of Apostles. C. 1265. Fresco, Church of Sopocani 
The Dormition of the Virgin. C. 1320. Fresco, Church of Gracanica 

St John the Baptist. C. 1320. Detail. Fresco, Church of Gracanica 

The Nativity. XIVth Century. Fresco, Church of the Peribleptos, Mistra . 

Group of Martyrs. X1Vth Century. Fresco, Church of the Aphentico, Mistra . 

St Gregory of Great Armenia. X{Vth Century. Fresco, Church of the Aphentico, Mistra . 


The Raising of Lazarus. XVth Century. Fresco, Church of the Pantanassa, Mistra 
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St Matthew the Evangelist, the Ancient of Days, Two Cherubim, Abraham and Isaac. XIth Century. 
MS Grec 74, Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris 


The Judgment of Pilate. VIth Century. Codex Purpureus. Cathedral Treasure, Rossano 


Parable of the Wise and Foolish Virgins. Vlth Century. Codex Purpureus. Cathedral Treasure, 
Rossano . 


The Ascension. Rabula Gospel. Biblioteca Laurenziana, Florence . 


St Paul on the Road to Damascus. IXth Century. Topographia Christiana of Cosmas Indicopleustes, 
MS Graec. 699. Vatican Library, Vatican City . 


Ezekiel’s Vision. C. 880. Sermons of St Gregory of Nazianzus, MS Grec 510, Bibliothéque 
Nationale, Paris. : : = heey Tee 


Orthodox Christians fleeing from the Arians. C. 880. Sermons of St Gregory of Nazianzus, MS 
Gree 510, Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris ee 


Hezekiah Sick and Healed. Early Xth Century. Psalter, MS Grec 139, Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris 


The Crossing of the Red Sea. Early Xth Century. Psalter, MS Grec 139, Bibliothéque Nationale, 
Paris 


Moses receiving the Tables of the Law. Bible of Leo the Patrician, Reg. Svev. Graec. ], Vatican 
Library, Vatican City . 


Joshua and the Two Spies. Xth Century. Joshua Roll, MS Palat. Graec. 43]. Vatican Library, 
Vatican City. 


St Matthew the Evangelist. Second half of Xth Century. Gospel, MS Grec 70, Bibliothéque 
Nationale, Paris. 


Theriaca of Nicander. Xth Century. MS Grec 247, Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris . 


The Archangel Michael. C. 1000. Menologion of Basil H, MS Graec. 1613, Vatican Library, 
Vatican City. 


Pictures of Saints. Early XIth Century. MS Grec 64, Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris 


Decorative Composition. Early XIth Century. From a Canon of Concordance, MS Grec 64, 
Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris 


The Miracle of the Loaves and Fishes. Xlth Century. MS Grec 74, Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris 
Work in the Fields. XIth Century. MS Grec 74, Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris . 


St John Chrysostom presenting the Emperor Nicephorus Botaniates with his Collected Sermons. 
Between 1078 and 108]. Frontispiece of the Collected Sermons of St John Chrysostom. Coislin 79, 
Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris. 


Paradise and the Four Rivers. XIlth Century. Sermons on the Virgin by Jacobus of Kokkinobaphos, 
MS Grec 1208, Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris . 


The Ascension. XIIth Century. Sermons on the be by Jacobus of Kokkinobaphos, MS Grec 
1208, Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris . 


The Ark of the Covenant above the Suitors of Mary. XIIth Century. Sermons on the Virgin by 
Jacobus of Kokkinobaphos, MS Grec 1208, Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris . 
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God and the Angelic Host. XIIth Century. Sermons on the Virgin by Jacobus of Kokkinobaphos, 
Ms Grec 1208, Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris 


Double Portrait of the Emperor John VI Cantacuzenos. Between 1347 and 1354. Homilies of the 
Emperor John VI Cantacuzenos, Ms Grec 1242, Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris . 


The Archangel Michael. Xth Century. Enamel Icon from a Church in Constantinople. Treasure 
of St Mark’s, Venice . 


Reliquary Cross, obverse. XIIth Century. Enamel. Cathedral of Cosenza. 
Reliquary Cross, reverse. XIIth Century. Enamel. Cathedral of Cosenza. 
Six of the Great Feasts of the Year. XIVth Century. Portable Mosaic. Opera del Duomo, Florence 


Abraham entertaining the Angels. XIVth Century (?). Icon. Benaki Museum, Athens. 
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